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- MY HEAanRT AND L

RY RLIZADETI BARRETT BROWNING.

Eoongh! we're tired, my heart and 1 ;
We sit beside the hendstone thus,
And wish the name were carved for na.
The moss reprints more tenderly
The baed 1y pes of the mison’s knife,
As Heaven's sweet e vinews earili's Tife,
With which we're tired, my heart and L

You see we're tired, my heart and 1;
Wie dealt with books, we trasted men §
And In our own Blood drenchied the pen,
As Il sueh colors could not fly.
We waiked too stralght for fortune’s end,
We lovedd too true to keep a tlend §
At last we'ne tlred, my heart and 1.

i

How tired we feel; my hoart and 11
We stein of no use in the world §

Our funeles hang gray and uncurled

About men's eyes Indiifvrently §

Our volee, witleh thellled you so, will let
You slesp; our t nrs are only wet;
What do wo here, iny heart and 12
v,

Bo tived, so tired, my heart and 11
It wus not thos fn that old time
When Ralph sat with me ueath the lime

To wateh the sunset from the sky.
“Dear love, you're looking tired," he sald;
I, smiling at bim, elivok my head 3

"Tis now we're tred, my heart nnd 1.

V.

So tired, 2o tired, my henrtand 1!
Though vow vnone tikes we on Wis arm
To fold me elose and kiss me wari,

THl ench gquick brentl ends in a sigh
OF hinppy lapguor.  Now, alone,

We lenn npon his graveyard stune,

Uneheered; unklssed, my heart and 1

VI

Tired out wo are, my livart and I
Stuppose the world broushit dindems
To tempt us, erusted with loose gems

Of powers and plensures ? Lot i ey
Wie seatocly care 1o look at sven
A pretty child, or God's bloe heaven,

We fiel so tired, my beart and L

Vi

Yot who complains? My heartand 1%

In this aboudant earth no doubt

1= little room for things worn out ;
Disdnin them, break them, throw them by !

And If, before the days grew rongh,

We onve were loved, nsed—well enongh,
I think, we've fared, my heart and 1,

AN ODD FIX,
s

When it came st last to asking Ssmu-
¢l Rowley's consent to pay my addresses
to his ward, I knew it was all over with
me, 1 folt that it was all over directly
I was shown into the library, where
Samuel Rowley sat before the fire, tonst-
mta,pfﬂ_ﬁgnty_iuu_«t_. and reading b"f 1 imes
all over with me that I would very glad-
Iy huve backed my=elf out of the room
without entering iuto any particulars as
to the object of my visit, I would huve
cheerfully informed him that I was un
agent for Boshiter's hair-restorer, -and
hiud ealled with a sample, which might
be returned if not npproved after one
day's rubbing, Bat he knew me, and 1
koew him. He understood perfectly
well why I had solicited the honor of an
interview with him at twelve o'clock A.
M ; he was s shurp olil gentleman, who
had his eyes on me tor some time, and
was not to be imposed upon.

He said, “ Tuke a sont, My, —— 1 for-
get your name;" and then he fumbled
with his glusses, and referred to wy po-
lite epistle, which lay on the table neur
hin.

I took o seat and nursed my hat. 1
perspired a little. I had a tremulous
motiun of my knecs come on, which
made me look ridiculous.
him to begin, but he did not. I began
myself, alter one or two secret encoun-
ters in my throat with a something
which felt very much like & cork out of
o sodu-water bottle.

“ You ure not aware—that i3, you can
not but be aware—that [ have long re-
garded your ward Clara with— Did
you speak, siv "

# N, sir, 1 did nob speak.

He had given an wwial congh of a
double-knock chuaracter, that wad sll
He kept his glasses on his nose, and fo-
cused me, aud the operation was un-
pleasant. He wus not pleasant in his
reception of my stateuent either; be
was decidedly unpleasunt, not to say
desperately disagreesble. But then he
was 8 cross, ill-grained old fellow;
everybody knew it in Wolverston, and 1
have no particular reason to disguise it
here.

I recommenced my statement; I

oured forth the hest feelings of my
}ivurt. und with an eloquence that might
have melted adamnnt 1 confessed to him
that Clara wus my one smbition, As 1
huve siid already, | knew that it was all
over with me, but I was poetic even in
the midst of my despainng counssious-

€83,

Mr., Rowley set uside his newspaper,
drew his vhair an inch or two closer to
me, put his great hands—rathir dis-
puam.r to be gouty like his feet—upon
his knees, snd uurw-{ml we from Lead
to foot contemptuously.

“ May [ ask your age, young wsant"
he said, g

This wns my wesk point of defense,
but I told him.

% Beventeen."

“Aund how did you first become ao-
quuinted with my Clara, who is a year
your juuior, the bussy "

“ Well, Mr, Rowley, it has been a long
attachment. My finishing school at
Beesborough was situated opposite her
finishing school, and we saw ench other
at church; and I think—"

«] think that yon both cught to be
horsewhipped " he said, flercely, inter-
rupting we; “and us for my consent to
Clars's engagement to a boy like you—
I will even go so far as to say s whipper-
snapper like you—"

“ A whipper-snapper, sir!”

«I repeat it, s whipper-snappor!”
eried old Rowley, becoming very red
snd apoplectio in sppearsnce. *I de-
cline to listen to your preposterous pro-
posal for one instant. Clars is only six-
teen, and does not know her own mind
—she is s mere child."

“But we shall both grow older, Mr,

I waited for |

* Aly, and mora sensible, T hope. Good
morning.”

w Good morning, sin"'

I did not wait to tell him of my ex-
pectations from my grandmother, or to
reason with him on his want of justice
and vonsiderntion. I went away erest-
{allen and heart-broken. I dashed from
the library in despair, and brought my
forchead ngainst that of my beloved
with a councussion thut was nearly the
means of stretobing our senseless formis
outside the tyrant's den, the viclims of
bis cruel obdurscy. Clara, nuturally in-
terested in the result of my interview
with her guardian, had forced her pure
but anxious soal to listen at the library
keylole. I had rotired in haste, aud
flovred her.

4 Oh, my gracions!” she gobbed forth ;
o1 did not know you were coming out
like that! Oh, my head! Oh, haw
dreadful! Ob, Alplionse, we must purt
forover "

Bhe rested her head on iy shoulder,
and shed many tears. 1 kissed awny
tier tears; I patted her hl-.-d_ fondly,
keeping clear of the bumps which L had
ruib-d there, 1 eould ecarcely see her
gold: n huir for tears myself—the water
pad risen into my eyes immediately we
hied met gach other. 1 sought to calm
ner emotion. 1 bade lier be rm, and 1
recommendoed vinegar and brown paper
for her damaged brow. T said that |
shonld try them myself when 1 got
home, T told her that T would die rather
thun relinguish her; she ssid the ssme
thing in o burst ol un ontrollable emo-
tion; we remewed our vows of eternal
fidelity, and tore ourselves from ench
other's nrme, crushed in spirit, but strong
ret to resist much oppre=gion.

: [ told all my troubles to Juck Bl
wards, my bosom {riend and adviser,
Juck and T hed been school-tellows to-
gether; we were going into the medicsl
profession together presently ; my father
tind resolved thet 1 should walk the hos-
pitals instend of the rosy psth of love,

would not have steod half of old Row-
ley’s nonsense; but w bat be would have
done nnder the cirenmestances he nlyi not
impurt to me at the time, and I forgot
to nsk him afterward,

Clura and 1 met clandestinely. We
were lovers; we had been lovers from
our’ youth: the flinty heart of a guar-
diun who lad outlived mortal pussion
wis not to stand bLetween our fresh
young souls, .

1 met Clara in the villege; I sealed
the park fence, and met her in the green
wood; nnd Juck, good fellow, kept
watch on the door of the Hall and o'd
Rowley's library windows with a tele-
scope, lest we shonld be surprised at any
moment. Clera and I passed muech of

ane time tallape of what we shounld do
when shd CRin® foba OUr puupeiey  we

twenty-one, and my grandmother fu-
vored me by departing from this earth-
ly sphere; but it wus w shurp winter,
und our teeth chattered over our pros-
peets.  Clara und I used to arrange our
mectings in this wise, Clara had o ¢on-
fidant in the gume-keeper, Peter Stokes,
un invsluable man, with 8 wenkness for
tobeeco, snd with & heart sall churity to-
ward his follow-crestures, DPeter was
always getting up subscriptions for his
fellow-creatures in the village; and
what with his snbeeriptions snd his to-
baeco—]1 kept bim entirely in tobucco—
my pocket-money knew but little rest,
Stll he had o good heart, and was kind
to us. IHe took chirge of our corres.
pondence, which was cwrried on by o
circumlocutory but sure process. Clara
gave it to bher maid Selinyg, snother con-
fidunte—who, ulas! proved herself a per-
fidivus snake—and Selina intrusted it to
Peter, who took it to & gnarl.d monarch
of the forest—un onk-tree in fuct—and
concenled it from ull homan guge in a
swull hollow cavity some ten feet from
|l.!“" ground, where, ut o later hour, 1
found it, snd deposited my answer, to
be eonveyed by the same process into
l wy dearest Claa's hunds.
| Pewr wasalwk old man, and vory
| wiry; he could chigh o tree “kt'u&qu‘ir--
| rel, and I wus agile uyself. The whole

Juck henrd my story, and said that he |

besecohing ; and when I told ber there
wits harin in writing to Master Huskis-
son without her dear gardewan's know
ing snything about it, she allers said it
was for the lust time, sir—roully."

“«If it was not for your age, Btokes,
I'd send you about your business this
very day.”

“T'm werry sorry, sir,’ Stokes eaid
sgnin, shedding many tears,

“Js this the tree "

“Yar, nir, that's the tree”

“And Clara's lust letter is up there
now, eh? In that hole? Now no more
ligs "

u You, sir, in that hole” L

“« How on earth do you get st it ¥"

# Muster Huskisson climbs up there,
sir, for his wnswers. 1'll go up aud
fetch down Miss Clora's letter in # min-
it_‘l

There was o small epistle of his own
| It wishied to obtain us well, perhapy ; or
it wus possible that his noble mind had
suggested somo rcheme to save dear
Cinrd’s missive from sucrilegious eyes.
Biit Me. Howley suspected this old serv-
itor,

“Stop where you are, Stokes!" he
| roared forth ; # I'll have no mors of your
wonkey tricks. Give me a hack."”

“ (Give you o wot, sir:"
| “Bind your back, yon rasecal, and T'll
[ jnmp on if, and get toe letter mysclfl”
| “Jumpon it? repeated Stokes, with
| & look of dismay at Mr. Rowley's portly
figure; » it don't strike me that I can
bear your weight, master,”

]t will be only for & minute,”" said
Mr. Rowley, quite brutslly; “and if 1
breale your back, it will serve you right
enough., I'm not an elephunt, mua,
und I will have no more of this non-
| sense.

My, Biokes resisted no farther. He
made his buck us if about to com-
wence o gome b leap-frog with a jus.
tice of the peace ; and, with more suility
{ thun 1 bhad given Mr. Rowley eredit for,
the gaardian was wloft, and within an
inch or two of our lett: r-box.

#“Oh, lor! shull von be long, siry”
asked Mr, Stokes, groaning sofily to
himself,

# Raiso your shoulder, yourisenl,  lit-
tle more,” cried his employer.

Htokes did so, end from my hiding-
place 1 saw the hand of Mr. Rowley
strive, with some difficulty—for it was u
fut, gouty hand, I have already said—to
forve itself into that casket, which had
coutained so muny of denr Clara's epis-
tles. Samuel Rowley was un excitable
man ; for he swore a little in his cfforts,
and turned very red, and moved his fect
restlessly upon poor Stokes's back.

* I huve got it!” he cried nt last. “The
artful jade—the cunning, plotting little
miux, to serve her own gusrdian in this

o the menbbar, iy ¥

* Wait 4 moment, Stokes—don't shalke,
On, lord, have mercy upon us! Oh,
dumn it] Oh, dear, whit is to be done "

“Is anything partickler the matter,
sir? Not s hadder, 1 hope, or a nest of
surpents, or suything ¥ und old Stokes
kid his head a little more—tucked in his
tuppeny we called it at school—to eou-
ceal his langhing and sardonie connte-
| L,
| "No, Btokes; it's something
i worse, 1'm gorn ¥ to e-n:.'."

“ Wuas, sir ¥’ said Stokes, who left off

lsughing immediately.

“ Yoo 11 cun't get my hand out!”
| “The devil you cuan't, sir!" cried
| Stokes, in dismay.

»It's twisted somehow, or swollen, or

the wood hus gripped me. Wit & mo-
| tient, Stolws— Ob, it's all up with me!
[ean't!”

“Take it quiet, sir. Keep cool, or
{ you'll never do it—don't hagitate your-
[ self; but for Gord's sake look shurp, I'm
s-crncking."

“Don’t wmove, Stokes—uas you are u
wan, don't move!  If you were to drop,
L cannot imsgine what would become of
we, It will be ell right in & winute.”

“ Muke it less, if you can," grouned
Stokes; “ull the blood’s got mto my
hend, erful. Ob, lor, what is to be done?
Are you out, sirr"

much

QUL 1-;:1“;-11 wus rotdateie if you wall,
but grand! 1 thought 50,00 thought
80, Petr though? so, The 1y was trom |
Milleis's picture, which we had both
carefully stodivd ; and i Peterned not
genvrally deposited bis smull nepg 1o
wyself ut the wume time, ashing p,. |
*kiud cousiderashun, ns a gentlen.y,

born with & wiarm hurt, to an aflictin,

kase in the purissh,” the romsuce would
huva been pure and llll;:llu)’:.-t.l.

Clura defied the obdurate guerdiun
for two months; it was Febroury when
!:‘Selilm Muggins betrayed us. I was ad-

vancing, in an innocent snd unsuspevt-
ing munner, to the scoret post-ollice in
the wood, hulf & mile frow BMr. Row-
ley's house, when 1 became conscious of
the whole perfidy. 1 was close upon the
tree—thut brave old ouk which had beld
| 0 many seercis—when voices in another
directivn filled my soul with horror,
[ They wore the voices of Samuel Rowley,
| Bsqs, J. P, and Peter Stokes, my Mor-
cury. Isunk down in the long grass—
there wus a rapid thaw that morning,
and the dump struck to me at onee—
und trembled for wy love. I was not
un instant too soon ; their footsteps were
upon me. Mr, Rowley's right foot was
| nearly upon me also; be shuved my fon-
tures by a hair's breadth, and passed on.
The harsh tones of his voice rang in my
e4rs an instant sfterward,

“You dou't consider yourself an
sbominsble seamp, Isuppose,” Mr. Row-
ley said, “un unprincipled old vuga-
bond, to net as b go-between to a silly
school-girl and that idiot of & boy ! You
uever thought of the harm of encoursg-
ing this, did you "

“I'm werry sorry, sir," whimpered
Peter,

“ Tesching my ward to be deceitful
for the sake of u few sixpences, 1 sup-
pose ¢

“1've never hud & ha'penny, your hon-
or, much more a sixpence."

Neither had he. They were generally
balf orowns he was in the habit of re-
eviving from me.

“You deserve to be kicked out of my
service, Btokes—drummed out of the vil-
lage, for a wieked old hspoorita .

I denl too.

“ N9, ' not; I'm fixed, Stokes. I'm
& desd man if you move; I am indepd.”

Stokes burst into tears, and howled
with all his wmight; and Mr. Rowley
shouted a great deal, snd ewore o great
Stokes wounld bave ran for it,
prebubly, for be was suconmbing fust
to the dend weight sbove him, had not
Mr. Rowley beld him by the throat with
tiis boots, and fixed Lhim too, In anoth-
& moment [ had sprung to my fvet, and
Wi pughing to the rescue.

" Lum resly very sorry, Mr. Rowley ;
can I u, of any asststunce v

_* Assitunce, pu—you—young devl-!
Yes, you vn, mydear child. Run for o
ludder, snd « saw, w something, ns quick
us lightning, 1o theygyge ”

“ Hi—hi—hollo!" hrieked Stokes, as
I prepared to obey 3¢ Rowley's com-
wunds; dou't run; coi, here, and let
me run, or bust up I yust! Oh, lor,
Muster Huskisson, don'tlugye me any
louger—do come and takey purn. He's
not so heavy when you're ved to Lim—
he isn't ind od.”

I saw the necessity of advwgeine to
tho rescue at ones, snd so did Xy, ow-
ley, I was tall for my age snogslera-
bly strong, and I Hastened to tay the
pluce of Mr, Btokes, which 1 didwith
great cnution on all sides. Behold e
ut last bearing the guardian of Clarigy
my shoulders, und feeling terribly g
weight of my responsibility as he stoed
with his fuce to the tree, still exercising

difficulty, snd found Stokes still thers;
muking every human effort to straight-
en his back before flying on his mission,
“ Curse it, Btokes, run for your life!—
don't stand there, you wretehed lunitie,
another instant I

Btokes ran nway, snd I wos loft as the
one support of Mr. Rowley. Btokes had
not been gone more than s minute and
a half, whin I wished that he had re-
mauined and sharcd the weight with me.
[ tried to keep firm, but the diffivulty
was immense.

“ By, you'ra giving! Don't shake
80. Iewp yourself more ngoinst the tree,”
Mr. Rowley ealled down.

w All vight. I'll do it for Clure's sake,
if it's possible; butif 1 inap—"

Then I remembered that be buel called
me A whipper-snapper; and so did he,
| too, I think, nnd was sorry.

¢ (Oh, you'll keep np,”" he suid, offering
me every enconrngement in his power.
“You're o big boy for seventeen, nund
I'm only nine stone ten—not o groat
weight., 1've seen people in a cireus do
this kind of thing for hours; you know."

It wns m gross cxsggeration, and 1
folt it to be one, I was getting faint
[ wlio, I had undertaken too much; and
{ his langunge at times was still violent,
| 85 he endeavored to extricate his hand.
“1f I should die, sir," I snid, feebly,

The Chintse New Year,
The Chinese New Yearis always an
ocersion of unbounded festivity and hi-
larity, aa if the whole population threw
off the old year with a shont, and cloth-
vil themeelyes in the new with their
change of garmments, I'reparations go
on for five duys before, but evidences of
the approach of thischief festival appeat
some weeks previous. The principal
stroots nre lined with tables, upon which
articles of dress, furniture and fancy toys
nre disposcd for sale. You seo monster
frogs in volored paper, horses, birds, eroc-
odiles, some of them showing consider-
able urtistic design, The expense inenr-
red is considerable, and often curious
relics arc brought forth to tarn into
woney. Superiors give presents to their
servants nnd dependants, und shop-keep-
ers send an scknowledgment of fuvors to
their customers, We received sugar
enndy snd swestments,  One of the most
ecommon gifts of the lower order is a pair
of slippurs.

Among the stands for presents, are
other tubles ot which persons ure svated,
provided with pencils uned gilt red paper
of various sizes, on which they writes ap-
propriste sentences fur thoe season, to by
posted on doorposts and lintels of dwell-
ings und shops, or suspendcd from the
halls; to which 1 shall presently refer.

#will you please give my love to Clara?
| Tell her Idid all 1 conld to bear up—
and to benr you up. Oh, desr! Did you
say nine stone tent"

1 did.”

¢ [ ghould have thought you had been
nincty,” I murmured.

“You're giving!” he roared again,
with & veliemence that revived me,
“ Keep up » little longer, my desr boy.
I ean hear them coming in the distonee"

Which was nnother fdsehood ; bot no
matter. Mr. Rowley was not o truthful
man, I set myselt flrmly ngainst the
tree, aceording to his instructions, but it
wns of no avail. XMy leels, in o fow
more minutes, would elide graccfally
| swny from me, I wes certdain, aud the

guardisn of my Clara would be swing-
tng about by one arm, ke nn early
Christian martyr. His blood would be
on my head, snd so would be, if he came
| down with his whols weight—perhaps
armless—on the top «f me,

“ Keep up!" he cried, in n great fright
now, * Youshall s@ Clara when you
like, my boy. 1 wil not say a word
agninst the muteh amy more, You're o
fine, strapping, braw fsllow, that you
are—n yousyg Herculas "

“Thauk you, Mr. lowley," I answer-
ed ; and hix words Ji sustain me u lit-
tle, nud helped me tcsustain lam,

But 1 was sliding,slowly but surely,
from under his feet vhen sssistance ar-
nved—men with ladlers and saws and
chisels; and Clara, toy; wild with fright,
and with tears stvaming down her
checks.

“ Oh, my poor gardy'” she eried. © Oh,
you wicked Alphonse! it's all your
drendful fuult.”

This was the last fewher on the eam-
el's buck. I fell forw:rd, and a grand
rush of the servants at Mr. Rowley's
legs only suved the gusndian from sum-
mary dislocation on the spot. He was
got down with difficulty ; and once down
he was not grateful.

“ A pretty fool you hawe maude of me "
be said to Clarn us he waked BWRY rub-
bing his wrist; “and a pretty pair of
fools you und that boy an., too!"

Still, after al), he was aot so bad as 1
had expected to find hin. He was o
man who kept his word, agd for that I
have ulways respected old Rowley, Clu-
ra und I saw ench other in u more ra-
tional manner. T went to the Hull once
or twice; she was at my house on my
eighteenth birthday, at & little party
which my mamma absurdly called *ju-
| venile™ in the invitutions; and there
Jack Elwards was too sttentive to Cla-
ra, and raised s jealous demon in uy
breast,

I went to London shoitly afterward.
Clers und I were to be engnged when 1
“pussed,” nnd if we wers of the same
ninnd, her gunrdian ssid, But we were
not. While I wus walking the hospitals
a fellow in the tallow trade walked off
with Clora, sand I do not think she re-
sisted in the lesst,

It wus un excellent mateh, though he
was forty-seven, aud very stout. 1 went
down to the wedding, und returned
thanks ot the brealefinst for the brides-
muids, one of whom has promisd to be
mine when I set up in business for my-
sell. =

Indic=Rubber,

Considering the muny uses to which
India-rubber is now spplied, one of the
most important being 1ts recognized
superiority over gutta-percha for deep-
sed telegraphs, and remenbering the
fears entertained some time back of the
probability of s decrease in the supply,
owing to the exiisustion of the furesis
consequent upon the imwense demund,
it is gratifyingtolean that the guantity
of rubber exported from Pars during
the past year exceeded that of the pre-
vious yeur by 22,741 arrobas (un urrobs
is equal to about twenty-five and one-
half- pounds), snd by £241,230 in mur-
ket value. 1t is true thut the more ac-
cessible rubber districts are becoming
exhsusted, sud give s smaller yield thun
in former yeoars, but the rubber-bearing
country is so extensive, and its rivers so
incompletely explored, that the newly-
discovered sources will, no doubt, more
than muke up any deficiency arising

Lis ingenuity to get his hand out of the
trop.

wy holpa I'm not too heavy for you,
Master Huskisson,"” he condescended to
say, politely, for the sight of me was
even plessant to witness,

“ Not at ull,” was my cheerful answer.
“You'll make )‘oururflw light as you
can to oblige me, perhaps r"

I bad not quite done growing, and
mun is fragile during that process. Mr.
Rowley was very heavy, and Btokes
was wrong in his assertion—wickedly
Wrong.

“This is all your fault, mind you,
Huskisson. This might have been my
desth,” he said, reproachfully,

“Yes, Mr, Rowley, if I ilm‘ln“t been
rejoinder,

' Rowley.”

“They wus wi fond of each other,
sir.nndylli.n(gﬁgn used tou.kmelo

in the way,” was my I::EH

“Ah! but—" he round with

from the exhaustion of the old. Itis
dificult, however, to obtain accurate or
reliable information from those engaged
in the colleoting of the rubber, The
eontimued demand for rubber, which is
collectid with comparatively little lubor,
and requires but hittle skill aud experi-
enee, nbsorbs all the attention of the na-
tives over other products, and the con-
stant rise in its value o stimulates its
production that it is more than probable
there will be for some years to come a&n
snnual increase in the gquantity im-
ported of at least ten per cent—Nature,

An Ohio widow was requested by the
deur departed's aristocratic relatives to
give a fulse name when she went out
washing, so us not to disgrace the fami-

| these :

Small strips of red and gilt paper,
| some beaving tho word ik (happiness);
| lurge and smull red candles gaily puint-
| ed, und other things used in their wor-
| ship, sre likewise sold in stulls and
shups. As if to wash nway all the un-
cleanliness of the past year, water is ap-
plied profusely 1o every thing in the
hounsp,

But o still more praizeworthy custom
ia thut of settling nccounts und puying
debts.  U'he shopieepers wait upon their
customers, ereditors and debtors, to set-
tle matters.,, No debt is allowed to over-
pass the noxt new year without settle-
went or arrsngewent of some sort, 1F it
can be avoided, Many wind up by
vankruptoy, snd the general consequence
of this grest pay-duy is searcity of
money, resort to the pawnbrokers, and
low pries of all kinds of goods snd arti-
\.']l‘.“h

As the old yenr departs, all the ac-
count books in Chinese shops are burn-
vd. Devout persous, of whom thers are
but few, also settle with their gods, and
during o tew days before the new year
the temples are usually thronged by de-
votees, both male and female, vich and
poor. Home fust and engage prie-ts to
pray for them, that their sing may be
pardoned, while they prostrute them-
sulves before the images, amidst the din
of gongs, drums, and bells, and thus clear
off the old score. Cruckers sre fired
off to drive away evil spirits, and the
worship of their sncestors, as usuul,
tukes the procedence.

On New Yoeur’s Eve the streets ars full
of people, ull burrying to and iro to
(:um.-lmil.- uny business still left undone.
Some sre busy pasting the five papers
upon their lintols, signifying their de-
sire thut the five great blessings which
constitute bhuman huppiness may be
thewrs—nawmely, long hite, riches, health,
love of virtue, and natural death.

Above thuse nre pasted sentences like
“ May the five blessings descend
upon this door.” Or, “May rich custom-
ers ever enter this dvor.,” Or, “ Muy
Heaven confer happiness” The door-
posts of others are ndorned with plain,
or grilt snd red puper.

In the hulls wre suspended scrolls,
morue or less costly, contuining antithet-
ical sentences curefully chosen. A lit-
erary man, for instance, would bhave
distiches like the following:

“ Muy I be so learned as to secrete in
my mind three myrinds of voluwes."
* May 1 know the uffiirs of the worlil
for six thousand years."

Other professions and tustes would

ter.
Boat people are peculinrly liberal of

every bourd and osr in their boats, and
suspending them from the stern in
scores, making the wvessel flatter with
geyety. The furmers paste them on
their barns, treos, buskets, nnd imple-
ments, as if nothingshould remain with-
ont o blessing. The house is nent and
clean to the highest degree, aud puri-
tied more thun seven tiwes by religious
ceremonies or lustrutions, firing off
crackers—the lust of which being meant,
u8 alreudy named, for the expulsion ol
uvil spirits,

The stillness of the streets and elosed
shops un New Yeuar's morming is strik-
img. The red papers on the doors have
been removed.  You now read sentonces
like these:

“ Yesterday, in the third wateh, the
old year passed ; to.day, with music and
drams, the new year begius”  Or, “Look
where you will you witness festival ar-
ruy i «verywhere there is bowing and
salutaticn,”  Or, *“Heaven grows in
yenars, maa grows in age.” Or, “Spring
fills the whole worl!, and fortune the
house."

These gay papers arc interspersed with
blue ones, smaouncing that duoring the
past year denth has come amoug the in-
wutes of the bouse—a silent ndmonition
to the passere-by. Insome places white,
yellow and carustion-colored papers are
employed with theblue, to desiguate the
degree of decessed kindred, Etiguette
requires the mournen to remain within
doors,

In u fow hours the greets bLegin to be
filled with well-dressed persons, hasten-
ingin seduns or on foot, or here and
there in earrisges, to make their calls,
Those who cannot afford to buy a new
suit, hire one for the oceasion ; so that &
Chinese munster hardly knows his own
servants iu their finery. Much of the
visiting, however, is done by card, on
which is stamped an emblematic device
representing the three happy wishes—
fu{r children, for runk, snd for & long

ife,

Towards evening the crowds wre so
dense thet it is with difficulty you cun
mske your way through thew; as then
the extraordinary Chinese show, called
the Jengeh, is carried about on mim's
shoulders, It consists of & wooden plat-
form, oblong or square, like a

ly. Buch thoughtfulness is touching.

huge tray,
on which & scene is erected, h%-h‘lm
and fragile in appearance, with living

exhibit seutences of a different charae- |

their paper prayers, pasting them on |

children perched in the most startling

ond seemingly impossible positions
imoginahle,
Gentleness,

It 15 rare to find s person uniformly
gontle, to whom the world does not as-
eribo all other good qualities, Gentlo-
ness is, in itecdf, such & recommendation,
that it is o marvel the virtue is not cul-
tivated trom self-interest—if a sonse of
duty, and the promptings of religion, be
not sufficient to mn}:e the practice of it
obseryved. The influencs of a perion
habituslly gentle is felt by all around,
like the sun's rays which cleur the at-
mosphere by dissipating noxious vapors,
and impart life wod genial warmth to
objects that hivve lenguished und become
shriveled up under the influence of
clouds and chilling winds. The whole
face of nature seems transformod whon
the sun buarsts forth and gloom departs,
Chus, n gentle disposition, appuaring
nmong morose and gloomy natures, re-
flects something of its own serenity and
brightness ; others seem fo partake of
thut inward tranquility which it pro-
motes, and, for the time, to shake off the
mantle of surliness, opposition, or harsh-
nees, in which too many allow thum-
selves to be wrapped,

A porson of unfiiling gentleness of |
manners, benignity, and cheerfulness,
| will disarm the ill-disposed, and melt, in
muny cases, thoge stubborn natures upon
whivh harshness has only the effect of
confirming in opposition.  Gentleness
persnades when foreible argumoents fail;
hourts are won by the soit word and
pleasing manner, where soverity and
Jurring tones wonld creste only enemivs.
Ihe reverses of the gentle are sure to ba
regretted; his prosperity is viewed
without envy, nnd his fuilings are ensily
forgiven.

Hubitunl gentleness is o safegoard
pguinst outward snnoyances. A mind
thut is calm wnd serene beholds every-
thing in the most favornble light, aud,
like n emooth strenm, reflocts every ob-
Ject in its just proportion and fsirest
colore. A spirit always ian agitation,
communicates something of its turbu-
lence to those with whom it comes in
contoet, and is a disturbing c¢lement in
whatever society it may be thrown,

A mnature alweys ready to pick flaws
sees everything in a distorted form, find-
ng nothing plensant or agreeable, end
considering it a personal insult that
others, more aminbiy disposed, should be
happy and eontented under the same
vircuinstances that render itself so mis-
erable. Misinterpreting—too  often,
alas!  misropresenting—every uset and
word of companions and acquaintance,
repeating remarks, trivial in themselves,
but receiving importance from significant
shivags and dublous tones, nnd tho sub-
stitution of more lorcible wordy, thud
sowing tho sceds of diseoid, even sever-
ing long united friends, is but one of
the many mi-eries an ill-nstured person,
perhaps almost insensibly to himselt,
talls into. He fuels illy-disposed toward
the whole world, snd proportionstely
dissatistied with himself, a state of mind
exhibited in every line of the counte-
uanes ; grum looks, impatient motions,
and snubbing words, are freely bestowed,
causing the recipients to shrink sad re-
truat us from 8 porcupine, whote pene-
trating quills are thrown in ull diree-
tions.  But, even upon such a naturs, o
person of well-known, unitorm gentle-
uess will exert o benetivial inflaence, and
though inwardly distressed st the black
looks and snubs direct, will, by quiet
und gentle tones, soothe the rufil.d
spirit, sud eall up a blush of shame to
the check that is wont to color enly in
anger. Sinee gentlencss isso auiversally
loved, o much admired, why is it not
more genernlly culuvated?  Since so
much is to be gained by ils pructice,
why do we not find more of 1t in a
world ever ready to assumo even the
moest nustere virtues to obtain selfivh
ends 7—Leivnre Tonrs,

—————
How (o Setlle (he Atlorneys,

Dingle is o small town in the south-
woest of Irielind, on the pvuimn]n which
forms one side of the Dingle Bay., Lady
Chatterton, in her Travolsin theSouth of
Ireland, gives us the following smusing
specitnen of the primitive manners of
the people.

“ Lisw, sir!” repeated the man of Din-
gle, with a lock of astonishment and
uffright—* Law, sir! wenever mind the
law iu our court, We judge l:g the
hone-ty of the case thot comes before
us: end let me tell you, sir, that if every
court were so conducted there would be
but few attorneys, and the countey
would be quiet and happy."

* Bat what would you do if any per-
son hl’uu,’.;l:l an attoroey these twenty-
two long miles and hilly road (from
Tralee), und introduced him into your
court, and that be started some points
of law, whioch reqiire d 1|l‘u'l‘\-na'u_|ﬂ=.ll skill
to reply to "

“ I'll tell you what I did myself," was
the reply to this apparently perplexing
question, “ When 1 was deputy sov-
ercign two {ools in this town employed
each of them un attorney, whowm they
brought at s great expeuse from Trulee,
When the attorneys went into court, und
settled themselves with their bags and
papers, ull done up with red bits of tape,
and one of them was getting up to
spealk, * Crior,’ said I, * command silence.'
*Bilemce in the court!’ ssid he. Bo 1
stood up, and looking first ut one sttor-
ney, snd then at the other, I said with
& sulen vaice, * I adjourn this eourt for
oune month. ¢ God save the Queen !' guid
the crier ; snd then I left them all. And
I sssure you,” he added, “ that from that
day to this no attorney ever appesared in
our court; nnd, plesse God, we nev.r
will mind law in it, but go on judging
by the honor and honesty of the cuses
that eome before us."

A good story is told of & man who
baving, ufter o long struggle, worked
himn-ff into good society by means of
the wristocratic allinnce of his daughter,
gave a grand dinner party to his newly-
acquired circle. Hs didn't invite his
own brother, for the reason that * socicty
is getting so mixed one must draw s line

MISCELL

ANEQUS ITENMS,

—————

Alaeenchusatts is making large quan-
titios of oartridge paper for France,

Four more men have been lynched in
EKansus for horse stealing,

In Lawrence, Kansas, buffalo meat is
as plonty and cheap ns beef.

The Germun ormy 18 officered almost
exclusively by the aristocracy.

Connectiout papers say that in some
parts of the Stdte cider is more plentiful
thiun water,

A couple of farmers in Hurdin county,
Towa, went to law five years azo over
5. The sait has just ended, snd both
farmers had to sell their farms to pay
the costs.

The American Tract 8ociety has issued
412,600,000 tracts in 141 langudfes and
dinlects during the last forly-five years.

The Intest thing in funeral processions
in the West iua wagon to preceda the
Lparse, bearing s bell, which s tolled
en youfe to the grave.

Gloves arenow made in England with
n pockot on the inside of the palm, to
sutt the hubit indalged in by the fair
gex of carrying money in that position.

The latest thing out is the propossl

| to celebrate # leather weddings.” ‘Lo the

tin and wooden weddings it 18 proposed
to add the lenther-wedding celebration,
filteen yoars sfter marrisge, every pre-

{ kent to have leather in its composition.

On considerstion, it will be porceivad
that the range of choice will be gnite
luvge, though at first it may soon other-
wise. DBooks, of all kinds, in leather
bindings, would come within the cluss
of goods we presume,

Just as s traveller was writing his
name on the register of o Leavenworth
hotel a bed-bug appeaved and took its
wiy neross the page. The man paused,
and remarked : “ U've been bled by Bt
Joe Hluas, bitten by Kansas City spiders,
and iuterviewed by Fort Scott gray-
backs ; but I'll be shot if 1 wius ever in
# pluce before where the bed bugs looked
over the hotel register to find out where
your room was !

e Btate House at Lincoln, the capi-
taul of Nebraska, is built of magunesia
limestonw, nnd will cost when completed,
£200,000, The muin building is now
completed, and occupied by oll the Btute
officers, The Insine Asylum is just com-
pleted, and will cost the Btate £150,000,
The Penitentiary is now building, and
will cost §200,000. It is located three
miles south of the city, The Btate Uni-
versity will be ready for oceupancy in o
fow wevka, It is o modern building, is
very hundsome, and will cost §150,000,

A correspondent of the New Merican,
of Sunta e, New Mexito, writing from
Chihushuw, Mexico, says the peopls of
that Stute are excited over a new dis-
covery of placer gold about seventy-
five miles from the city of Chihuahua,
Don Pedro Gonzales, the discoverer, with
three other men, washed out twonty-
three ounves of gold in nine hours. The
purticles found wre round end plump,
from the size of o griin of wheat to that
of u hazlenut, Oue nugget weighed an
ounce. The plues is situnted in o deep
arroya two thousand or three thousand
yaris long, und is supplicd with water
from springs in ull parts of the arroya,

he dirt yields from 81 to §3 to the
pan,

We learn from the Weshington ffe-
prubiican that the moteorologienl record
collected by the War Depurtment in
order to learn the comrse and move-
wents of storms, 18 likely to come to an
eurly end. Tha appropnation for tele-
gm;_:lxiu-,; was only $15,000, sud the col-
keting and distributing of several hun-
dred messages daily has already eon-
sumed the amount. The Western Union
Telegruph Company will continue to do
the work, however, until Congress gets
time to ueb in the premises.  Asthe mes.
sagus must be given preecdence of sl
other business at certain hours, the com-
pany will probably require seversl hun-
dredd thousand dollars per aunum to give
the proper emount of telegraphic facili-
ties to waintsin the reeord and make it
n sucoess. It is believed that Congress
will decline to make sn appropristion
adeguate to the muintennnes of the en-
terprise,

The Now York DBulletin says: * The
business of knitting by machinery is
now beiug prusecuted on u viry lurge
sculs by one or two houscs in this vity,
The fuctories are located on the line of
the New Haven Railroad, and are very
lurge ; one in particular employing 400
men, women wnd children, and repre-
senting a united capital of sbout §200,-
000, ‘This new branch of the manu-
facturing business will be of very great
benefit in reducing the cost of flrst-vlass
underclothing, as this one concern can
turn out more work than can be done by
7,000 hand knitters. Al kinds of usefal
and ornumental work can be done by
the improved machinery, which esnuot
be distinguished from the finest kind of
hand work, Thisis 8 new enterprise,
and one which must eventually pay very
bandsomely on the money invested, be-
sides openiug nnew branch of industry
and trade.

Away vp in Maine, where it was to
be supposed the follies and crimes of
fashion hiad not yet been introduced, it
is charged that women even in the simall-
et towns snd villages huve andopted the

ractice of arsonic eating. This is &

aropesn custom which hus obtuined a
pretty strong hold in some of our large
cities, but which we had presumed was
interdicted in the rural districts where
the cosmotics of nature, fresh air and
exercise, abound on. every hand, Its
object, ns most of our readers must
kunow, is to give whiteness and clearnesa
to the complexion, and for imparting, iu
thelanguage of the advertiser, ** a beauti-
ful and everlasting rose- tint to theebeeks
of the fair.” Theonly arguments against
its %enaul usé are, that in 8 short time
it gives & dendly pallor to the counten-

ance of its victims and an unnsturel
brillisncy to the eyes, that it is iwpos-
#ible to give up the practice when once
commenced, and that it will eat up the
vital powers quicker thau sleohol or

somewhere.”
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